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FINAL EXAM –  

LOCAL AND REGIONAL SOCIAL POLICY SPECIALIZATION TOPICS 

 

1. Locality, local social policy 

- Differences in development between localities and geographical areas (disadvantaged 
areas and social groups, territorial and local level challenges, local and territorial 
development priorities, Territorial Cohesion, Territorial Agenda and Sustainable 
Development Goals, The centre-periphery relationship) 

- Social mobility, social alienation and social isolation 
- The relationships between settlement and social structure 
- The institutional relationships characterize local society 
- Local governance and social policy; The main modells of local governance 
- The Public Choice Theory 
- The local society (the main characteristics of local society) 
- Civil society and local municipalities in shaping and designing local social policy 
- The local economy; characteristics of local economic development (LED); methods to 

developing local economies and strengthening local societies 
 

Bodini, Riccardo – Cicciarelli, Laura - Di Meglio, Roberto – Franchini, Barbara  - Salvatori, Gianluca: 

Putting the “Local” in Economic Development: The Role of the Social and Solidarity Economy. Think 

Piece for the 4 th World Forum on Local Economic Development, 17-20 October 2017 - Praia, Cabo 

Verde. The European Research Institute on Cooperatives and Social Enterprises (Euricse) and the 

International Labour Organization (ILO) 

Kahn, A. J. (1969): Theory and Practice of Social Planning. Russell Sage Foundation. ISBN-13: 978-

0871544308 ISBN-10: 087154430X 

Kazepov, S. Y. - Novy, A. et al. (2015): Local social innovation and welfare state restructuring: analyzing 

their relationship. ImPRovE Working Paper No. 15/15, Antwerp: Herman Deleeck Centre for Social 

Policy – University of Antwerpen 

Logan, J. R. (2012): Making a Place for Space: Spatial Thinking in Social Science. Annuel Review of 

Sociology 2012 Aug; 38. doi: 10.1146/annurev-soc-071811-145531       

(https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3838106/) 

„Local Social Policy”. PPT slide series of the course (interpreted by Dr. habil. Gabor Juhasz, PhD) 

Scharle, Á. – Szikra, D. (2015): Recent Changes Moving Hungary away from the European Social Model. 

In: Daniel Vaughan-Whitehead (Ed.) The European Social Model in Crisis. Is Europe Losing its Soul? 

Edward Elgar Publisher, Cheltenham. Chapter 6, 289-339 (ISBN: 978 1 78347 655 8) 

(http://real.mtak.hu/37009/1/hungarian_welfare_system_19902013.pdf) 

Tausz, K. (ed.): The Impact of Decentralization on Social Policy. Local Government and Public Service 

Reform Initiative. Budapest (ISBN: 963 9419 34 6) 

The Role of Local Governments in Territorial Economic Development. UCLG Policy Paper. UCLG 

Congress, Bogota, 2016 

 

https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC3838106/
http://real.mtak.hu/37009/1/hungarian_welfare_system_19902013.pdf
http://real.mtak.hu/37009/1/hungarian_welfare_system_19902013.pdf


 

 

2. Urbanization and urban segregation 

- Historical development of urbanization 

- Urban-rural contrast 

- Spatial aspects of social phenomena and processes 

- Urban segregation 

Baker, J. L. (2004) Analyzing urban poverty: A summary of methods and approaches. Washington D.C. 

World Bank, 2004  

Healey, P. (2006) Collaborative planning: Shaping places in fragmented societies. Houndmills: Palgrave 

Macmillan, 2006 ISBN 1 4039 4920 4 978 1 4039 4920 4  

Füzér K. (2013) The project class: making and breaking social capital in urban and rural development. 

Szociális Szemle 2013/1-2 pp 28-34 

 

3. Regional policy, regional development 

- The evolution of EU regional policy 

- Types and concepts of planning 

- Border in regional development 

Knippschfield, R., Wiechmann, T. (2012) Supraregional Partnerships in Large Cross-Border Areas—

Towards a New Category of Space in Europe?  Planning, Practice and Research, 27(3), 297-314. 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02697459.2012.670933 

Artobolevskiy, S.S. (1997) Regional policy in Europe. Routledge 

Faludi, A. (2007) Territorial Cohesion under the Looking Glass. Working paper. Link 

Manzella, GP and Mendez, Carlos (2009) The turning points of EU cohesion policy, Working Paper 

Report to Barca Report. [Report] https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/38743/ Link to pdf 

 

 

4. Introduction and analysis of a local development programs (Use an example) 

- Planning, designing and implementing 

- Key actors, stakeholders 

- The social, economic and environmental impacts expected from the implementation 

of the programme 

Mezei C. (2008) The Role of Hungarian Local Governments in Local Economic Development. Discussion 

Papers, No. 63. http://discussionpapers.rkk.hu/index.php/DP/article/view/2402/4498 

Chevalier et al. (2012) The implementation of the Leader programme in Central Europe: Between a 

local development approach and political instrumentalization. No. 89. 

http://tet.rkk.hu/index.php/DP/article/view/2533/4658 

Alexander, E.R., Faludi, A. (1989) Planning and Plan Implementation: Notes on Evaluation Criteria. 

Environment and Planning B, 16(2) https://doi.org/10.1068/b160127 download link 

https://doi.org/10.1080/02697459.2012.670933
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Andreas-Faludi/publication/27353983_Territorial_cohesion_under_the_looking_glass_synthesis_paper_about_the_history_of_the_concept_and_policy_background_to_territorial_cohesion/links/5a9294d20f7e9ba4296e48af/Territorial-cohesion-under-the-looking-glass-synthesis-paper-about-the-history-of-the-concept-and-policy-background-to-territorial-cohesion.pdf
https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/38743/
https://strathprints.strath.ac.uk/38743/1/8_manzella_final_formatted.pdf
http://discussionpapers.rkk.hu/index.php/DP/article/view/2402/4498
http://tet.rkk.hu/index.php/DP/article/view/2533/4658
https://doi.org/10.1068/b160127
https://www.researchgate.net/profile/Andreas-Faludi/publication/23540652_Planning_and_plan_implementation_notes_on_evaluation_criteria/links/57319a3808ae6cca19a2ce04/Planning-and-plan-implementation-notes-on-evaluation-criteria.pdf


Faivre et al. (2017) Nature-Based Solutions in the EU: Innovating with nature to address social, 

economic and environmental challenges. Environmental Research, 159, pp. 509-518. 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envres.2017.08.032  

  

 

5. Dilemmas in social policy 

- The possible explanations for the specific developmental route of certain social 

political systems  

- The most important needs to be met/problems to be solved in the different eras by 

social policy  

- Social policy transformation by the different social interests and the resulting bargain 

processes 

- The actors of social policy and what is their relation like  

- The impacts of social policy on societies 

 

Angelin, A., Johansson, H., Koch, M. and Panican, A. (2013) National Report: Sweden, Research report 

for the project Combating Poverty in Europe (COPE), http://cope-

research.eu/wpcontent/uploads/2014/05/COPE_WP4_National_Report_Sweden.pdf  

Employment and Social Developments in Europe. Annual Review 2018. European Commission 

Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion Directorate ISSN 2315-2540 ISBN 

978-92-79-77878-0 

http://ec.europa.eu/employment_social/empl_portal/publications/Esde2018/index.html  

Kornai, János and Eggleston, Karen: Welfare, Choice, and Solidarity in Transition: Reforming the 

Health Section in Eastern Europe. New York: Cambridge University Press, 2001 

http://assets.cambridge.org/97805217/90369/sample/9780521790369ws.pdf  

Isabel Ortiz Fabio Durán-Valverde Stefan Urban Veronika Wodsak (ed.) (2018): Reversing Pension 

Privatizations Rebuilding public pension systems in Eastern Europe and Latin America. International 

Labour Organization, 2018. https://www.social-

protection.org/gimi/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=55301 

Zsuzsa Ferge (1998): The need for social policy reforms: the global scene. p. 299-321. In: Joan M. 

Nelson, Charles Tilly, and Lee Walker (ed.) Transforming Post-Communist Political Economies (1998) 

Chapter: 11 Social Policy Challenges and Dilemmas in Ex-Socialist Systems. Washington, DC: The 

National Academies Press. ISBN 978-0-309-05929-9 p. 528 https://doi.org/10.17226/5852. 

https://www.nap.edu/read/5852/chapter/17#318 

 

6. Social and Solidarity Economy. The role of Social and Solidarity Economy in promoting 
sustainable development 

- The historical background of the Social Economy 
- The basic concepts, frames, and definitions of social/solidarity economy:  

o The Social Economy in Europe; Sub-sectors of the Social Economy; the Third 
Sector; The Solidarity Economy approach; The Social Enterprises approach; 
The Alternative Economy and the Popular Solidarity Economy approaches 

https://doi.org/10.1016/j.envres.2017.08.032
https://www.social-protection.org/gimi/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=55301
https://www.social-protection.org/gimi/RessourcePDF.action?ressource.ressourceId=55301
https://www.nap.edu/read/5852/chapter/17#318


o The actors of the Social Economy in EU member states 
o EU policies towards the Social Economy 
o Basic models of the Social Economy 

- Crises and the Social Economy 
- Interpreting welfare and psychosocial wellbeing with respect to recent economic 

challenges 
- The processes and context playing a leading role in the development and function of 

the social/solidarity economy 
- Connections between the economic-, social- and natural environment under the aegis 

of sustainable development 
 

European Commission Directorate-General for Employment, Social Affairs and Inclusion (2013): Social 
economy and social entrepreneurship. Luxembourg: Publications of the Euro-pean Union, 2013 

Juhász, G.– Borda, V. –Vojtek, É.: Designing strategy for the development of social / solidarity economy. 

In: Humán Innovációs Szemle. 2020/2. 4-18. p. 

Juhász, G.: The Role and Importance of Social Economy in the Development of Local Community and 
Economy and Regional Convergence. In: Humán Innovációs Szemle. 2013. 1-2. szám. 38-45. p. 

Schumacher, E. F. (1999). Small Is Beautiful: Economics As If People Mattered: 25 Years Later… Hartley 
& Marks Publishers ISBN-13: 978-0881791693  

” Social and Solidarity Economy”. PPT slide series of the course (interpreted by Dr. habil. Gabor Juhasz, 
PhD) 

Social and Solidarity Economy and the Challenge of Sustainable Development. (2014). A Position Paper 
by the United Nations Inter-Agency Task Force on Social and Solidarity 7 Economy. (TFSSE) 

http://unsse.org/wp-content/uploads/2014/08/PositionPaper_TFSSE_Eng1.pdf  

THE SOCIAL ECONOMY IN THE EUROPEAN UNION. Report drawn up for the European Economic and 
Social Committee by the International Centre of Research and Information on the Public, Social and 
Cooperative Economy (CIRIEC). European Economic and Social Committee 

THE READER 2011: “SOCIAL AND SOLIDARITY ECONOMY: OUR COMMON ROAD TOWARDS DECENT 
WORK”. Second edition of the Social and Solidarity Economy Academy, 24-28 October 2011, Montreal, 
Canada. http://socialeconomy.itcilo.org/en 

Ura, K. – Alkire, S. – Zangmo, T. – Wangdi, K. (2012). A Short Guide to Gross National Happiness Index. 
The Centre for Bhutan Studies. ISBN: 978-99936-14-66-1  

 

7. Contemporary Methods in Family and Elderly Protection (Regarding the chosen compulsory 

elective course of the student) 

- family processes in a sociocultural context 

- general characteristics of family structure 

- opportunities of interdisciplinary interventions to improve the life of families 

- ageing processes 

- institutional dilemmas and problems of ageing 

 

Contemporary Methods in Child Welfare and Child Protection (Regarding the chosen 

compulsory elective course of the student) 

- Systemic models in child welfare and child protection policies  

- Evidence-based and reflective approaches in child protection  

http://socialeconomy.itcilo.org/en


- Impact and effectiveness of child protection 

- Professional models in child welfare and child protection  

- Balancing between professional and ethical issues: issues of helping and control in child 

protection  

- Prevention and intervention (primary, secondary and tertiary) in child protection 

Parton, Nigel (Ed.) Contemporary Developments in Child Protection. Social Sci-ences, Special issue, 

Volume 2, 2015, ISBN 978-3-03842-087-3  

Rácz, Andrea: Social exclusion in hungary from a child protection perspective. International Journal of 

Child, Youth and Family Studies (2015) 6(3): 458–465. ISSN: 1920-7298  

UNICEF: Children at Risk in Central and Eastern Europe: Perils and Promises, Regional Monitoring 

Report no. 4, International Child Development Centre, Flo-rence, 1997. ISBN 85-8541-32-5 

 

8. Globalization and Global Social Policy 

- Economic development and global capitalism 

- Social policy as a welfare regime theory 

- Globalisation’s impact upon social policy 

- Political institutions and international organisation 

 

Boas, M., & McNeil, D. (Eds.). (2004): Global institutions and development: Framing the world. 

Abingdon: Routledge 

Bonoli, G. (2005): The politics of the new social policies: Providing coverage against new social risks in 

mature welfare states. Policy and Politics, 33(3) 

Chris Holden (2017): Global social policy: an application of welfare state theory. In: Journal of 

International and Comparative Social Policy https://doi.org/10.1080/21699763.2017.1413993 

Deacon, B.: The International and Global Dimensions of Social Policy 14362_Deacon___Chapter_1.pdf 

Deacon, B. (2006): Global social policy reform. In P. Utting (Ed.), Reclaiming development agendas: 

Knowledge, power and international policy making (pp. 144–175). Basingstoke: Palgrave 

Deacon, B. (2007): Global social policy and governance. London: Sage. Deacon, B. (2013). Global social 

policy in the making: The foundations of the social protection floor. Bristol: Policy Press 

Deacon, B. with Hulse, M. & Stubbs, P. (1997). Global social policy: International organizations and the 

future of welfare. London: Sage 

Flora, P., & Alber, J. (1984). Modernization, democratization, and the development of the welfare state 

in Western Europe. In P. Flora & A. J. Heidenheimer (Eds.), The development of the welfare state in 

Europe and America (pp. 37–80). New Brunswick: Transaction Publishers 

George, V., & Wilding, P. (2002). Globalization and human welfare. London: Palgrave 

 

file:///D:/Social%20Policy%20and%20Economy/14362_Deacon___Chapter_1.pdf

