CLAsSICS BA: FINAL EXAMINATION TOPICS, RECOMMENDED READINGS

1. Ancient Greek Epic Poetry (/liad, Odyssey, Hesiod: Theogony, Works and Days)

- I. de Jong — R. Niinlist — A. Bowie, Narrators, Narratees, and Narratives in Ancient Greek
Literature. Studies in Ancient Greek Narrative, Vol. 1. Brill 2004, ch. 1-2.: Homer (1. J. F. de
Jong), Hesiod (R. Niinlist), pp. 13-34.

- S. Goldhill, The Poet Hero: Language and Representation in the Odyssey, in id.: The Poet s
Voice. Essays on Poetics and Greek Literature. Cambridge University Press 1991, pp. 1-68.

- O. Taplin: The Spring of the Muses: Homer and Related Poetry, in 1d.: Literature in the
Greek and Roman Worlds. A New Perspective. Oxford University Press 2000, pp. 22-57.

2. Ancient Greek Historiography (War Monographs, Herodotus and Thucydides)

- I. de Jong — R. Niinlist — A. Bowie, Narrators, Narratees, and Narratives in Ancient Greek
Literature. Studies in Ancient Greek Narrative, Vol. 1. Brill 2004, ch. 7-8.: Herodotus (1. J. F.
de Jong), Thucydides (T. Rood), pp. 101-128.

- Th. F. Scanlon, Greek Historiography, Wiley-Blackwell 2018, ch. 1-3.: Origins and Early
Forms of Greek Historiography, Herodotus and the Limits of Happiness, Thucydides on the
Ends of Power, pp. 1-125.

3. Image and Text in the Ancient World

- H. A. Shapiro, Myth into Art: Poet and Painter in Classical Greece. Cambridge University
Press, 1994.

- L. Giuliani, Image and Myth. Transl. J. O’Donnell. Chicago—London 2013.

4. Iconography in Greek and Roman Art
- T. H. Carpenter, Art and Myth in Ancient Greece. London 1991.

5. Ancient Greek Drama (Aeschylus, Sophocles, Euripides, Aristophanes)

- T. C. Storey — A. Allan, 4 Guide to Ancient Greek Drama. Malden MA—Oxford—Carlton
2005.

6. Greek Lyric Poetry (Archilochus, Alcman, Alcaeus, Sappho, Anacreon, Pindar,
Bacchylides. Timotheus)

- F. Budelmann (ed.) The Cambridge Companion to Greek Lyric. Cambridge 2010.

7. Greek Polytheism: Beliefs, Practices, Modern Interpretations

- H. S. Versnel, Coping with the Gods. Wayward Readings in Greek Theology. Leiden—Boston
2011.



- E. Eidinow — J. Kindt (eds.), The Oxford Handbook of Ancient Greek Religion. Oxford 2015,
ch. 1.: Unity vs. Diversity (R. Osborne), ch. 4.: Many vs. One (V. Pirenne Delforge, G.
Pironti), ch. 16.: Temples and Sanctuaries (M. Scott), ch. 22.: Impiety (H. Bowden), ch. 26.:
Heroes — Living or Dead? (G. Ekroth), ch. 29.: Deification — Gods or Men? (1. Petrovic), ch.
31.: Sacrifice (F. Naiden), ch. 32.: Oracles and Divination (S. 1. Johnston)

8. Distinctive Features of Roman religio
- M. Beard — J. North — S. Price, Religions of Rome. I-11. Cambridge 1998.
- J. Scheid, An Introduction to Roman Religion. Transl. J. Lloyd. Edinburgh 2003.

9. Roman Literacy: The Poetics of Urban Space (The Fragile Volumen, Epistles: Ovid’s
Sorrows and Black Sea Letters)

- W. A. Johnson — H. N. Parker, Ancient Literacies. The Culture of Reading in Greece and
Rome, Oxford University Press 2009, Introduction, pp. 3—12.; F. Dupont: The Corrupted Boy
and the Crowned Poet, or, The Material Reality and the Symbolic Status of the Literary Book
at Rome, pp. 143-163; J. Farrell: The Impermanent Text in Catullus and Other Roman Poets,
pp. 164-185.

10. Museum Practice in Classical Antiquities (Elgin Marbles; Exhibiting Mummified
Bodies)

- The Museum Definition Handbook. Words Inspiring Action. ICOM 2025.



